Information for Parents and Carers
WHAT IS THE NATIONAL DATA COLLECTION?
The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (the national data
collection) is an annual collection that counts the number of school students with a disability who are
receiving an adjustment to enable their learning and the level of reasonable adjustment they are
receiving.
The national data collection counts students who have been identified by a school team as receiving an
adjustment to address a disability as defined under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (you can find
that on the internet if you’d like to read it).

WHY IS THIS DATA BEING COLLECTED?
All schools across Australia collect information about students with a disability. When undertaking the
national data collection, every school in Australia uses the same method to collect information.
The annual collection aims to, over time, lead to nationally consistent, high quality data that will enable
schools, education authorities and governments to gain a more complete understanding of students who
are receiving adjustments because of disability in schools in Australia, and how to best support them.
Furthermore, with the new funding model for schools recently introduced, the national data collection is
also used to calculate the amount of funding schools receive to support students with a disability.

WHAT INFORMATION WILL BE COLLECTED?
Every year your child’s school will collect the following information for each student receiving an
adjustment due to disability:

the student’s level of education (i.e. primary or secondary)

the student’s level of adjustment

the student’s broad type of disability.
The information collected by schools will be available to all governments to inform policy and program
improvement for students with disability.

WHO IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL DATA COLLECTION?
The definition of disability for the national data collection is based on the broad definition under the
Disability Discrimination Act.
For the purposes of the national data collection, students with learning difficulties, such as dyslexia
or auditory processing disorder, as well as chronic health conditions like epilepsy or diabetes,
that require monitoring and the provision of adjustments by the school, may be included.

HOW IS MY CHILD’S PRIVACY PROTECTED?
Protecting the privacy and confidentiality of all students and their families is essential and is an explicit
focus of the national data collection. Personal details, such as student names or other identifying
information, are not provided to local or federal education authorities.

FURTHER INFORMATION
You can also visit www.education.gov.au/nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-students-disability.

